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Taxonomy
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Eupleridae

Taxon Name:ÊÊSalanoia concolor (I. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1837)

Synonym(s):
¥ Galidia concolor I. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1837
¥ Salanoia unicolor (I. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1837)
¥ Salanoia  durrelli Durbin, Funk, Hawkins, Hills, Jenkins, Moncrieff & Ralainasolo, 2010
¥ Salanoia  olivacea (I. Geoffroy Saint-Hilaire, 1839)

Common Name(s):

¥ English: Brown-tailed Vontsira, Brown-tailed Mongoose, Malagasy Brown-tailed Mongoose

Taxonomic Notes:
Durbin et al. (2010) named Salanoia durrelli based on one specimen, although other individuals were
observed but not taken. The morphological differences are minor and the name is here considered a
synonym pending examination of further material. The population to which it refers is ecologically
anomalous, occurring in marshland not the forest used by all other populations, and is highly
threatened; clarifying its taxonomic status is therefore of urgent conservation importance.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Vulnerable A3cde+4cde ver 3.1

Year Published: 2016

Date Assessed: March  2, 2015

Justification:
Brown-tailed Vontsira is listed as Vulnerable because it is a rare species limited to highly threatened
lowland forest and marshland habitats: it is likely  that over the course  of the next 10 years (taken as
slightly over three generations),  the population will drop by more than 30% (and possibly much more)
mainly because of  widespread habitat loss and degradation, hunting, persecution, and the effects of
introduced carnivores. The breakdown of governance  since the coup d'etat in  2009 has led to increased
artisanal mining in forest areas,  increased  hunting, and increased opportunistic rosewood cutting
throughout the  species's range, especially in its core lowland forest habitat. This is so even in the
protected areas such as Masoala National Park, one of the few sites where the species has been
recorded recently. The extreme rarity of records of this species in its forest habitat is hard to explain and
certainly does not reflect simply low levels of relevant survey effort. It is therefore possible that it is
declining at rates sufficient for Endangered but this is masked by the poor quality of the information.
This species is a priority for Red List review as soon as further information be generated.

Previously Published Red List Assessments
2008 Ð Vulnerable (VU) Ð http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2008.RLTS.T19852A9024912.en
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2000 Ð Vulnerable (VU)

1996 Ð Vulnerable (VU)

1994 Ð Insufficiently Known (K)

1990 Ð Insufficiently Known (K)

1988 Ð Insufficiently Known (K)

1986 Ð Insufficiently Known (K)

Geographic Range

Range Description:
The little-known Brown-tailed Vontsira is endemic to the rainforest of north-eastern Madagascar. There
are recent (1995-2014) records only from Masoala National Park, Makira Natural Park, Betampona Strict
Nature Reserve, Mananara Nord, and Zahamena Strict Reserve (Hawkins 2012a) and from Lake Alaotra.
The latter site's population has been proposed as a new species, DurrellÕs Vontsira Salanoia durrelli
Durbin et al., 2010; its entire range is smaller than 100 km!. The known records in rainforest range in
elevation from 200 to 680 m. Despite substantial trapping efforts since the 1990s in eastern rainforest
above 680 m, the species has not been recorded in any such sites (S.M. Goodman pers. comm. 2006),
but Lake Alaotra lies at 750 m asl.

Country Occurrence:
Native: Madagascar
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Distribution Map
Salanoia concolor
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