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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Mustelidae

Taxon Name: Ictonyx libycus (Hemprich & Ehrenberg, 1833)

Synonym(s):
e [ctonyx libyca (Hemprich & Ehrenberg, 1833) [orth. error]

Regional Assessments:
e Mediterranean
Common Name(s):

e English:  Libyan Striped Weasel, Saharan Striped Polecat, Saharan Striped Weasel
* French: Zorille de Lybie

Taxonomic Notes:

This species was included in the genus Poecilictis by Cuzin (2013) following molecular studies by Koepfli
et al. (2008) and Sato et al. (2012). However, it is treated here as congeneric with Ictonyx following
Rosevear (1974), Niethammer (1987) and Wozencraft (2005). Note that Ictonyx is a masculine genus so
this species is thus correctly I. lybicus, not I. lybica, as recently pointed out and used in Do Linh San et al.
(2013).

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1
Year Published: 2015

Date Assessed: February 28, 2015

Justification:

This species is listed as Least Concern because it has a wide distribution range, is not uncommon, and
there are no obvious major threats.

Previously Published Red List Assessments
2015 — Least Concern (LC) — http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2015.RLTS.T41645A82561597.en

2008 — Least Concern (LC)

1996 — Lower Risk/least concern (LR/Ic)

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species is present in northern Africa from Morocco and Senegal to Egypt and Eritrea. Its distribution
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range is poorly known (Cuzin 2013) and apparently overlaps with that of the Zorilla (/ctonyx striatus) in
some regions, such as in northern Nigeria and in central and eastern Sudan (Niethammer 1987).

Country Occurrence:
Native: Algeria; Burkina Faso; Chad; Egypt; Eritrea; Libya; Mali; Mauritania; Morocco; Niger; Nigeria;
Senegal; Sudan; Tunisia; Western Sahara
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Distribution Map

LInEEsE gLl

o ipgs & L e : Miow
s . :yr.,j"’lJ—‘Al'J"i o i Pragued gng | JlEwI i
Lembburdy  Maaben g CZECH g
e Sehe gwle (il Ptber, UKRAINE
T e O g ov.uu.\ 7 g
"4 e e, c ;
Ipul'm-‘l i ML GYa
L, i 5 Ei
FRANCE HUNGARY / 1 [ L
Bay % A
of Biscay 2 - o
Fonhe llyJ
4 Tt 3
B e .
W " Black Sea SakumDy
= = e 2 Lo 3 e |
B LY Harcskna 5 A ¥
Forla 3 & i - B ° " Istarkul ;
u SPAIN ] Maplas e | DOE TR s
L™, 755 i \ Fiitss K"R“’*‘"Vﬂllt.mrt:‘
Fomj[JG,\L . Mk e A 5. " “dnkarss E
'y sbon \ 2 GREECE." /; T TURKEX,
e A i Med A, A = Kemia -
Se g 173 TAS
i et alih - AnT.iuAE unu" 7. op
beakar e et 1 5 @5 J
~ 'f, Orgh ¥ f
s e T -4 M = Ll .
T S B ! Sl | SYRIA
< ahat F s b 4
Caenblanca © K W g ;
“ rFaANo\}.ﬂ s
T unchal MOROCCO
o 1 Tel
i Falog)
- Alaifidita s, 1) 3
b ORBAN
_ e mmu] N
\ El Giza / i
Sl Ciz T g i
gd: l=netle = of
S ALGERIA ( LYRiAN A
Pl \ 4 DESERT :
A Ay v LIBYA s 5.
: C EGYFT
AL-HAIIAR Al
\ =
/ s 1A H A R A D E s E R T
1

» ) Jeclay
. L ® opacca
\ L

FMADTRITANIA |

]nr..w-mu h \ | #

| NIGER ' : 4
Ny MAL1 ! SUDAN .
C_H AT o r Khartcurl it ra
T SENE G ALY ; 4 i r-;‘_h
T B : Miam ey E i '
B o~ -
i ~BURKINA b ; gk 3 ! (
GUINEA 7 4 | (s T ut\lnu" Jotrr=te T N V ;
.A‘::nnﬁ;\“ ‘.‘CGTED'I-\:C;]-R-EIL'GH'\N":‘ g & LFEEIA P Nk e ( R
gy i \ TANG ¢ 1 £E
smm’uu\mj " fvonycoas) 1pep If;m Ealngha \ et : : ; ETHIOPI
A AR E Randaie "w pan 1 .~ SOUTH : 1 g
Moz, sl e Calmon . ¢ CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC -,  SUDAN
B g 187 g 2 1 ol Jue
Hacaih b8 vasinie ) ¥ RS v -
¥ \CAMEROON', 7 -
Gulfaf Ginen satms ek fcoNao “aasiN .:J‘L‘G:\:JD.\ [ ¥ adnva
e CUN(JD Slesargant { -\:m;zlz
%ources Esri, HERE, DeLorme, Intermap, |ncrementPCorp"‘GEBCO
_ USGS, FAO, NPS, NRCHNC GebBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance |
o 1360 Survey, Esri Japan["'MET‘I1 = Chl%F(HongL'Kong) swisstopo;
= Mapmylndla © OpeﬁSfreethap\conTrlbut‘e%’Pﬁ‘hd the GIS User .
kilometer Communlty“"“ a
: s
Ictonyx libycus
(e} LC D>
LEAST
R CONCERN
Range Compiled by:
D Extant (resident) International Union for the

Conservation of Nature

o
o

The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map
do not imply any official endorsement, acceptance or opinion by IUCN

© The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Ictonyx libycus — published in 2015.
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2015-4.RLTS.T41645A45212347.en



Population

There is limited reliable information on the population status of this species. Lybian Striped Weasels are
not uncommon, and are reportedly abundant in coastal dunes, but numbers are probably subject to
periodic fluctuations (Cuzin 2013).

Current Population Trend: Unknown

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

Lybian Striped Weasels are only found in desert fringes, mountains and oases, and sub-deserts. They
favour sparse to very sparse vegetation cover, dominated by small bushes, except where they occur in
cultivated areas (Cuzin 2013).

Systems: Terrestrial

Use and Trade

Although their meat is not eaten, Lybian Striped Weasels are exploited in Tunisia in the belief that they
are capable of increasing human male fertility, and there is even some international trade (e.g. from
Tunisia into Libya: K. de Smet pers. comm. 2007).

Threats (see Appendix for additional information)

There are no major threats, but Lybian Striped Weasels are exploited in Tunisia in the belief that they
are capable of increasing human male fertility. Also, they may be subject to competition with Least
Weasel (Mustela nivalis) in the most productive habitats (e.g., in Morocco: F. Cuzin pers. obs. 2007).

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

It is protected by law in Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia (K. de Smet pers. comm. 2007). It is presumably
present in several protected areas across the range.

Credits
Assessor(s): Ahmim, M. & Do Linh San, E.
Reviewer(s): Duckworth, JW. & Hoffmann, M.

Contributor(s): Hoffmann, M., Cuzin, F. & De Smet, K.
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External Resources

For Images and External Links to Additional Information, please see the Red List website.
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Appendix

Habitats

(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season  Suitability Major
Importance?
3. Shrubland -> 3.5. Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry - Suitable -
8. Desert -> 8.1. Desert - Hot - Suitable -
14. Artificial/Terrestrial -> 14.1. Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land - Marginal -
Threats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)
Threat Timing Scope Severity Impact Score
5. Biological resource use -> 5.1. Hunting & trapping  Ongoing Minority (50%)  No decline Low impact: 4
terrestrial animals -> 5.1.1. Intentional use (species is
the target)
Stresses: 2. Species Stresses -> 2.1. Species mortality

Conservation Actions in Place

(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Occur in at least one PA: Yes

Research Needed
(http:

technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Research Needed

1. Research -> 1.2. Population size, distribution & trends

1. Research -> 1.3. Life history & ecology

1. Research -> 1.5. Threats

Additional Data Fields

Population

Population severely fragmented: No

© The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Ictonyx libycus — published in 2015.
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2015-4.RLTS.T41645A45212347.en


http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes
http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes
http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes
http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes

Habitats and Ecology

Generation Length (years): 3
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