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Taxonomy
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Carnivora Canidae

Taxon Name:ÊÊVulpes cana Blanford, 1877

Regional Assessments:
¥ Mediterranean

Common Name(s):

¥ English: Blanford's Fox, Afghan Fox, Steppe Fox
¥ French: Renard de Blanford
¥ Spanish: Zorro de Blanford

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2015

Date Assessed: July 22, 2015

Justification:
This species is listed as Least Concern as available evidence suggests that Blanford's Fox has a relatively
wide distribution albeit largely confined to mountainous regions. It is fairly common in some parts of its
range, and while the species may possibly be undergoing some localized declines, there is at present no
evidence to suggest any range-wide decline that would meet the thresholds for a threatened category
or for Near Threatened.

Previously Published Red List Assessments
2008 Ð Least Concern (LC) Ð http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2008.RLTS.T23050A9410271.en

2004 Ð Vulnerable (VU)

1996 Ð Data Deficient (DD)

1994 Ð Insufficiently Known (K)

1990 Ð Insufficiently Known (K)

Geographic Range

Range Description:
The Blanford's Fox has a disjunct distribution. Originally known only from southwestern Asia (Novikov
1962, Bobrinskii et al. 1965, Lay 1967, Hassinger 1973, Roberts 1977), in 1981 this species was
discovered in Israel (Ilany 1983) and subsequently found to occur more widely in arid mountainous
regions in the Arabian Peninsula. Peters and Rödel (1994) reviewed available distribution records of this
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species and, for the easterly part of the range, provided what they considered to be definite records
from around the Iranian Plateau in Iran, Turkmenistan and Pakistan, with more questionable records
(usually based on skins obtained from fur bazaars or otherwise indirectly) from Afghanistan and
Tajikistan (though there is no obvious reason why they should not occur).

In the Middle East, there are now confirmed records from Jordan, the Sinai Peninsula (Egypt), Oman,
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (Mendelssohn et al. 1987, Harrison and Bates 1989, Harrison
and Bates 1991, Al Khalili 1993, Stuart and Stuart 1995, Amr et al. 1996, Amr 2000, Cunningham and
Howarth 2002, Smith et al. 2003, Abu-Baker et al. 2004, Cunningham and Wronski 2009, Mallon and
Budd 2011, Eid et al. 2013, Eid et al. 2015). They have long been suspected to occur in Yemen, and were
recorded by Al Jumaily et al. (2012) in Hawf Forest in Al Mahra Governorate in extreme eastern Yemen,
close to the borders with Oman, at an altitude of about 1,200 m asl. It also seemed likely that they
would be shown to occur in western Yemen where contiguous with mountains in southwest Arabia
(Mallon and Budd 2011), and a camera-trapping record by Mohammed Al-Qudamy in February 2014 in
Wadi Sharis (Wadi Sharas) in Hajjah Governorate, NW of Sana'a, now confirms their occurrence (D.
Mallon pers. comm. 2015). There is a single record from Egypt, west of the Suez Canal, in Wadi Qiseib
from an animal collected in 1988, and originally thought to be Vulpes rueppellii (Peters and Rödel 1994,
Geffen and Peters 2013). There are no confirmed records from Syria, though they might possibly occur
(Masseti 2009).

Country Occurrence:
Native: Afghanistan; Egypt (Sinai); Iran, Islamic Republic of; Israel; Jordan; Oman; Pakistan; Palestinian
Territory, Occupied; Saudi Arabia; Turkmenistan; United Arab Emirates; Yemen
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Distribution Map
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